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Report Highlights: 

New Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) guidelines allow a sticker for the FSSAI 

license number and logo to be applied as a “rectifiable label” at the port of entry.  The guidelines also 

outline procedures for importing intermediary food products that have not received product approval. 

 Although not notified to the World Trade Organization (WTO), the new sticker labeling requirement 

will be in effect on July 1, 2014.   
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Executive Summary:  
 

Effective July 1, 2014, the new Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) guidelines in 

respect of the Food Import Clearance System (FICS) allow a sticker for the FSSAI license number and 

logo to be applied at the port of entry as a “rectifiable label.”  All other labeling requirements must 

comply with FSS (Packaging and Labeling) Regulations 2011 prior to reaching customs.  The new 

guidelines also outline procedures for importing intermediary food products that have not received 

product approval.   

  

General Information:  
 

Disclaimer:  This summary is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and, therefore, 

should not under any circumstances be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of 

its implications for U.S. agricultural trade interests.   

  

On February 6, 2014, FSSAI published the General Guidelines in Respect of the FSSAI Food Import 

Clearance System (FICS).  The document was published to further clarify the FICS for authorized 

officers (AOs) who work at the port of entry.   The major highlights are: 

  

(a)   The new guidelines clarify that from July 1, 2014, sticker for the FSSAI license number and logo 

can be applied at the port of entry as a “rectifiable label.”  Before July 1, 2014, sticker will not be 

accepted for this item.  All other labeling requirements must comply with FSS (Packaging and 

Labeling) Regulations 2011 prior to reaching customs.  

  

(b) The new guidelines outline procedures for importing intermediary food products that have not 

received product approval.  

  

(c)  For food products exhibited at trade fairs or similar marketing functions that have not been 

approved by Indian authorities, at the port of entry an affidavit must be presented that states the product 

will be destroyed or re-exported after the event.    

  

The General Guidelines in Respect of the FSSAI Food Import Clearance System (FICS) supplements a 

previous draft publication entitled Manual on the Food Import Clearance System (IN3128).  This draft 

manual contains processes, documentation, and other requirements that explain Indian customs 

procedures.  Moreover, it describes the role and responsibilities of importers, custom house agents, food 

testing laboratories, and FSSAI AOs.  FSSAI also published a document describing the FICS process, 

which is located at the bottom of this report.   

  

The table of contents for the General Guidelines in Respect of the FSSAI Food Import Clearance 

System (FICS) includes these subheadings:  

 

 Review of Documents 

 Visual Inspection of Consignments 

 Sampling and Dispatch of Samples to Laboratories 

 Laboratory Related Functions 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Food%20Safety%20and%20standards%20(Packaging%20and%20Labelling)%20regulation,%202011.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Food%20Safety%20and%20standards%20(Packaging%20and%20Labelling)%20regulation,%202011.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Food%20Safety%20and%20standards%20(Packaging%20and%20Labelling)%20regulation,%202011.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/FSSAI%20Publishes%20Draft%20Manual%20on%20Food%20Import%20Clearance%20System_New%20Delhi_India_11-6-2013.pdf


 Issue/Non-Issue of NOC/NCC 

 Appeals against Rejections 

 Activities where Product Approval is Involved 

 Issue Relating to Re-imported Food Product 

  

The complete Guidelines can be accessed at FSSAI’s website http://www.fssai.gov.in/. 

  

http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/AO_Guideline(06.02.14).pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/


 
 

 



 
 



 
  

 


